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The State of Affairs 


| hope every club member and their loved ones 
have all been well during these trying 

times. Hopefully the only adversity each of us 
will face will be stressing a bit about our toilet 
paper supply or somewhat cracked skin from 
frequent hand washing. Though we are not out 
of the woods yet as a society, it does appear 
social distancing has helped mitigate what would 
have been a higher infection and rate of 

death. So we would all be wise to stay the 
course for now. 


With that said, VOMARC is having its April 
meeting! No, we have not lost our minds. The 
April meeting will be via Zoom 

teleconference. Please join us at our normally 
scheduled date and time (though not place) at 
7:30 PM on Wednesday, April 15th. We will be 
sending out an email to all members with the 
Zoom meeting ID at a later date. Publishing the 
details online would just invite unwanted 
"guests". In the meantime you can download 
the free Zoom client from zoom.us. It's available 
for Windows, Mac, iPhone and Android Phones. 


The topic for April will be "Show off your 

shack". Those with webcams can optionally take 
a few moments to show everyone their shack 
and the equipment used to work the world. If 
you don't have a webcam you can always take a 


April 2020 


digital photo or two and share your screen when 
it's your turn to show off. There's plenty of time 
to clean up your shack. | look forward to seeing 
what's out there! 


In keeping with shelter in place 
recommendations that remain in effect, all 
upcoming VOMARC in-person events are 
cancelled until further notice. How long might 
that be? | won't hazard a guess. We'll get things 
jump started once it is safe to do so. 


As a Ham club we should not forget the ways in 
which we can still gather via radio to check up 
on each other and find out what each of us 
might be up to. The weekly VOMARC net is held 
at 7:30 PM on the 145.35- repeater (88.5 tone) 
and biweekly breakfast nets have been held on 
Saturday (8:30 AM) and Tuesday (7:30 AM) 
mornings on the 146.205+ repeater (also 88.5 
tone). Keep in touch! 


—By Robert KASWSS 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, April 15, 2020, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 


r=s 


Remember... 


what meeting in person was like? Pacific 
Division Director Jim Tiemstra (K6JAT) provided 
VOMARC with an overview of the current state 
of affairs at the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) at the February meeting. Social 
distancing had not yet become a thing BC 
(Before Coronavirus). 


—Photo by Robert KASWSS 


Minutes, February 19 Meeting 


Present: KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), 
WD6BOR (Darrel), WB6TMH (Mike), WA6CRB 
(Dan), NJ6E (Stan), KEUUW (Jim), N7TSQ (Joe), 
N6TVN (Carl), KEZMF (Jack), W1EJ (Ed), KB6CLV 
(Simon), KIGDHG (Rachel), AB7LG (Bill), KM6ZUC 
(Bruce), KASWSS (Robert), W8EWL (John), K6JAT 
(Jim), KF6FZM (Dick), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD 
(Kevin), N7PIB (San). 


Meeting called to order at 19:30 by our 
esteemed president KASWSS 


MINUTES 


Minutes from the January meeting were 
approved 


RADIO OFFICER 
Rafters going up on the house!!!! 
TREASURER 


Currently have $3,702.51 in the bank. Less some 
charges for dinner tonight and dues that were 
not deposited yet. 


SECRETARY 


Hamfest paperwork has been submitted to the 
County. 


VICE PRESIDENT 
No updates 
TRAINING 


High School program still going, only one student 
last week. 


Next VE session will be at the Hamfest on April 
25 in the PD training Room at 9 AM. Bruce 
KME6ZUC, has his VE ticket and offered to help. 


PRESIDENT 


Working on the book donation to the Sonoma 
Library, but have not heard back from them. 


The club has a twitter and Facebook account. 
There is a new club flyer available. 
NEW BUSINESS 


CQ Magazine has a list of radio clubs. KASWSS 
submitted the necessary paperwork to get 
VOMARC on the list. 


The W6AJF Trustee is Darrel, WD6BOR. 


Net control list on the website has been 
updated. If you are unable to do the net let one 
of the club officers know and we can fill in. 


Loomis Hamfest in March 21 


Darrel, WD6BOR has a bunch of stuff going to 
the VOMARC Hamfest club swap table. If anyone 
wants a book, they are free to club members. 
After the hamfest the items will be disposed of. 
(THEY ARE NOT GOING BACK IN THE GARAGE!) 


Simon, KB6CLV, has an Icom 736 for sale for 
$300 from the Mountain Amateur Radio Club. 


OLD BUSINESS 
Nothing 


Mystery Box: the lucky recipient was Jack, 
K6ZMF 


Club Raffle: We forgot to do this at the 
Christmas party- Dan, WA6CRB, was the lucky 
winner of $100! 


Meeting adjourned at 19:55ish 
PROGRAM 


Update from HQ, What the League’s doing for 
Ham Radio in 2020, Presenter Jim Tiemstra 
(K6JAT) 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Coronavirus 


Have you heard about this? Seems to be in the 
news a lot lately. Amateur Radio has not been 
immune to the effects of the 

Coronavirus. Here's just a sampling of the 
affected operations and events. 


he 2020 Visalia International DX Convention 

and Dayton Hamvention has been 
cancelled. Benicia ARC's One-Day Ham Radio 
license class scheduled for May 2nd has been 


suspended. No word on a replacement date yet. 


he highly anticipated DXpedition to Swains 

Island (W8S) was to have taken place in mid- 
March. Mandatory 
quarantines have 
wrecked the timeline of 
the effort and so the 
entire DXpedition has 
been postponed to 
sometime later this 
year. Other DXpeditions 

have also been cancelled or postponed. 


he Radio Socity of Great Britain, in an effort 
to encourage social distancing, will no longer 


accept multioperator contest entries for their 
contests. 


| com announced a delay in the introduction of 
their new IC-705 compact HF/VHF/UHF radio. 


ome groups are trying to make the most of a 

bad situation. The Long Island CW Club is 
offering free online Morse Code instruction for 
youngsters. ClubLog is donating their computing 
resources to the Folding@Home Project to help 
hunt for COVID-19 cures. 


T? help state social distancing in Amateur 
Radio terms here's a handy guide (available 
in T-shirt form as well): 


Amateur radio enthusiast guide to 
@ SOCIAL DISTANCING @ 


Keep one wavelength apart at 144 MHz 


144 MHz 


IN 
(2.0M) 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


US Marines Take On Amateur 
Radio 


In an effort to broaden the capabilities of US 
forces, an Amateur Radio introductory course 
was held for Marines in January. Coordinator of 
the class asked, "If our satellites get knocked 
out, what do we do then?". Ham Radio 
capabilities, such as HF propagation, are seen as 
a way to expand the tool set of troops in the 
field should normal modes of communication go 
out. 


| think the article's assertion that Amateur Radio 
is "19th century technology" is obviously a bit off 
target, to say the least. 


https://www.dvidshub.net/news/362206/fitting- 
19th-century-technology-into-21st-century- 


warfighting 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


Elizabeth (N6LY) and Kevin (K6YD) operated 
during the ARRL DX Phone Contest and worked 
stations in Alaska, Mexico, Hawaii, Japan, 
Panama, Curacao and Barbados. 


Congrats to Dan (WA6CRB) on winning the 
belated Christmas Dinner drawing of $100, 
pulled from the plastic jar at the February 
meeting. Be sure to attend the Christmas Dinner 
in December where we will ensure a more 
timely drawing. 


Our own ARRL Pacific Division Director Jim 
Tiemstra (K6JAT) missed out on being the next 
ARRL President by one vote, losing 8-7 to 
incumbent Rick Roderick (KSUR) at the January 
ARRL Board meeting. 


A new world record has been set for a two way 
122 GHz contact, right here in northern 
California. On February 17th Mike Lavelle 
(K6ML) on Mount Vaca (here in CM88!) 
contacted Oliver Barrett (KB6BA) and Jim Moss 
(N9JIM) on Mount Umunhum covering a 
distance of 86.2 miles. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox 


CQ ZONE 26 THAILAND ITU ZONE 49 


=fHSIBYV 


KA5WSS 


corm — ON: 27APR 1990 MODE: SSB 
UTC: 2027 UTC BAND: 15M 
73ESGL SOMBAT l< 4 


COURTESY OF: SOMBAT THARINCHAROEN ~~ VERIFIED BY: 
K6RUX - N7WTU 1093/1 Phaholyothin Road i HsiBVO 
KE6SU Bangkok 10400, Thailand , soe i 


C1) pseast C)TNx asi A WAMPY QSL 


Just verified from a QSO a long time ago, 
Thailand in 1990. 


A more recent QSO with the Dominican 
Republic. 


B Wl Tl VE DX 


V63DX from Micronesia. 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 23 EDITION 10 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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